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the conditions may be described as, perhaps, too accommo-
dating. Then there were other difficulties to be contended with.
The expenses were so great, and our funds so limited, that
the men were got home only just before the matches came
off. Thus they had no time to get over the sudden change
in climate or to get into condition. About one-half of us
were officers. The rest were men on the railways and other
departments in India who had not been at home for some
years, and whom it was difficult to induce to conform strictly
to the rules of training necessary for those who wish for
success in such matches. And the temptations of a great
city were too near and too much for some of them. Still,
on the whole, the shooting by our men was good, and some
prizes were carried back to India.

With Volunteering I began modestly at Ghazipore by
arming the Factory Staff, some eighteen in number, These
were enrolled as Rifle Volunteers. Later, the scheme was
extended to the districts, and all the officers serving in my
Department were enlisted. So far the corps had been con-
fined to those serving under me. It was now proposed to
increase it, and to enrol all the Europeans and Eurasians in
the adjacent districts. With this view I undertook during
my tours a personal canvass, of which I had already had some
experience at home at various family Parliamentary elections,
at Lymington and elsewhere, and, in course of time, I had
the satisfaction of reporting that I had enlisted the greater
part of those available in the eight districts adjoining
Ghazipore. It had appeared to me marvellous that some
comprehensive scheme had not been worked out earlier for
arming the Europeans against a possible day of trouble. My
foreign friend's views on the importance of arming have
already been quoted. Of the wisdom of his advice none
will doubt, and during nearly twenty years at Ghazipore, in
season ,and out of season, I advocated this view, and spent
much time and money in giving effect to it. It may be
supposed that the importance of all in India being- prepared
is so, obviou^ that every one with a view to his own interests